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A Freeport nonprofit that do-
nates books to students who
otherwise wouldn’t have access
to reading materials has
handed out its 4 millionth
book, marking a milestone in
its mission to improve literacy
one book at a time.
Briahana Romero, a fourth

grader at Connolly Elementary
School in Glen Cove, received
the book at a book fair on June
6. She picked a Nancy E. Krulik
book, which contained a hid-
den golden ticket announcing
she was the recipient of the
nonprofit’s 4 millionth book.
“Throughout the year, [Bria-

hana] has been someone who
has been really, really taken to
the Book Fairies’ book fairs,”
said school principal Bryce
Klatsky. “She’s always one of
the students who shows us
which books she’s gotten, and
we see her reading the book
coming off the bus.”
“We were really thrilled that

she was the one who got to find
that golden ticket.”
Amy Zaslansky, of Bellmore,

launched Book Fairies in 2012
after learning Hempstead
school district teachers were
raisingmoney for books for stu-
dents to read during their sum-
mer break. Zaslansky held a
book drive, prompting Long Is-
landers to donate 3,000 tomes
to her cause.
The teachers needed only

about 200 books, leaving Za-
slansky with 2,800 books in her
garage, which she donated to
the Wyandanch district. Book
Fairies quickly outgrew her ini-
tial goal.
“Book Fairies started quite by

accident,” Zaslansky said, adding
she never imagined it would
grow into the powerhouse orga-
nizationwith a global impact it is
today with five staff members, a
board and volunteers.

Eleven years later, the organi-
zation distributes hundreds of
thousands of books yearly to
children in need. Last year,
574,000 were distributed, and
the nonprofit plans to donate
675,000 books this year, said ex-
ecutive director Eileen
Minogue. Eventually, Book
Fairies hopes to give away 1 mil-
lion books a year, she said.
The group gives books to

schools where 50% or more of
students receive free or re-
duced lunch to ensure children
whose families may not have
the money to build robust li-
braries have access to popular
books for free. Books also go to
those incarcerated at Rikers Is-
land, children overseas and fos-
ter care agencies.
“The stories are endless

about the impact that we have,”

Minogue said. “We’ve received
‘thank you’s’ that make us cry.”
Not all children on Long Is-

land have unlimited access to
books and stories that will
whisk them away to literary
worlds, organization officials
said. Book Fairies hopes to fill

the gap and level the playing
field, Minogue said.
Research shows the impor-

tance of literacy, which empow-
ers children and expands their
educational and career possibil-
ities. The ability to read re-
duces poverty and boosts job
prospects. It enables people to
survive in society, from being
able to read a menu to under-
standing bills, Minogue said.
Literacy NewYork, an organi-

zation that works with commu-
nity-based literacy groups to
boost adult literacy, said 43% of
adults with the lowest literacy
levels live in poverty and
nearly 85% of the juveniles in
the court system are function-
ally illiterate.
“Literacy is the Number One

predictor of academic success,”
Zaslansky said.
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Book Fairies
\ The Freeport nonprofit was
founded in 2012 by Bellmore
resident AmyZaslansky.
\ The organization donated its
4millionth book on June 6 to a
student at Connolly Elementary
School in Glen Cove.
\ Thegroupwants tomake
booksmore accessible to chil-
dren and improve literacy rates
while instilling a love of reading.

FREEPORT

Step 500 years back in
time touring a replica of the
tall ship Nao Trinidad, one
of five ships in Ferdinand
Magellan’s armada that
made the first sailing voyage
around the world, while it is
docked in Greenport Harbor
through June 25.
The ship has four masts as

well as five sails and five
decks. Self-guided tours let
visitors explore the hold
where cargo, food and ani-
mals were kept.
The original ship sailed

from Seville, Spain, on Aug.
10, 1519, as the flagship of the
fleet that included five ships
and 300 men. Nao means
vessel or ship in Spanish.
When the King of Portugal
rejected Magellan’s idea of
an around-the-world under-
taking, he went to the King
of Spain, who sponsored the
adventure.
But when the armada

reached the Philippines and
the Moluccas after two
years at sea, the Trinidad suf-
fered a leak that caused it to
be abandoned. Only one of
the original ships — the Nao
Victoria — made it back to
Spain, completing the cir-
cumnavigation of the globe
in 1522.
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Eileen Minogue, executive director of Book Fairies, left, and its founder Amy Zaslansky amid some of
the books the group distributes to students who otherwise would not have access to reading materials.
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